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for parents who don't love each other to stay together because of a
child. My parents weren't divorced until I was a senior in high
school. I'd have been spared years of embarrassment and the tears I
shed over my mother s humiliations if she had gone to court earlier.
I believe in divorce as well as in marriage. I think it's wicked for
people to drag out their lives tied to past mistakes. Michael belongs
to a church that forbids divorce. He is willing to give up his reli-
gion, too. That's how much he cares for me.
Michael is a strong, forceful man, who knows what he wants. He
isn't fumbling and uncertain like Hoyt. He is the kind of man I
should have married in the first place. Since Michael treats me like
a woman I feel like a woman in his company. He and I agree in
our ideals and ambitions and ideas. We have talked and talked
about our future together, without a word of argument. Any belief
of Michael's automatically becomes mine. I am proud to be his
echo. When Michael told me that he disapproved of working wives
—his wife, Patricia, has stubbornly hung on to a job—I discovered
how little a career means to me. Hoyt would be content for me to
keep on working until I'm eligible for a Social Security pension.
After Michael and I marry I will probably work a few months as a
temporary stopgap and to justify my education. I then will resign
and make a home for Michael and bear his children and glory in
being a wife and a mother. It thrills me just to think about the
prospect.
I'm not ashamed of my love for Michael. I'd like to shout it from
the housetops. I should feel guilty, I know. Sometimes I do feel
guilty. But when I'm with Michael I feel elated, ecstatic, light as
air. I feel as though I were in the center of a whirlwind and
couldn't get out and didn't want to. Michael feels the same with
me. He has told me so.
For a while I had hopes Michael and I could carry through our
two divorces in a civilized modern fashion without hurting any-
body. I have nothing against Patricia. In some ways I'm fond of
Hoyt. Even though we've grown apart I hoped I could keep him

